Taru Haapala CV
I am a Professor and Senior Researcher Tomás y Valiente at the Department of Political Science and International Relations of Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, UAM. I hold a PhD in Social Sciences (specialization Political Science) from University of Jyväskylä (Finland) where I have been also awarded the Title of Docent (equivalent of Associate Professor). I have held visiting research and teaching positions at the Queen Mary University of London (United Kingdom), European University Institute in Florence (Italy), LUISS Guido Carli University in Rome (as Visiting Professor), Harvard University (as CES Visiting Scholar), and at UAM, I was a Visiting Professor (Erasmus+ mobility) and then a Marie Curie fellow in the talent attraction programme InterTalentum.
Since 2019, I have been the Editor-in-Chief of the open access peer-reviewed book series “Pro et Contra. Books from the Finnish Political Science Association” (Helsinki University Press) which I founded as Vice-Chair of the Association (2018-2020). I have coordinated the publication of four titles in the series. The series has an international editorial board, and it is indexed to the Web of Science Core Collection. At UAM, I have served as Principal Investigator of EurPluraWorld project within the InterTalentum MSCA COFUND programme, and currently of The Political Knowledge of Parliaments in the Tomás y Valiente programme with affiliation in the Madrid Institute for Advanced Study (MIAS). Previously, I was also a Working Group Leader of COST Action RECAST (2017-2021) and Executive Committee member of the Erasmus+ Jean Monnet Network OpenEUdebate (2019-2023).
In Spain, I have been awarded two recognised research periods (sexenios de investigación) covering 2010–2017 and 2018–2024. I’m author of 41 works, of which 38 in English, 30 in indexed books and papers, including 13 in Q1 and 17 in open access, contributing to the theorisation of politicisation, expertise, post-truth politics, and democratic agency.
I specialise in Political Theory and my research lines are focused on defining the rhetorical strategies of contestations over the concept of democracy in political debates, contributing to research on liberal democratic institutions with a conceptual approach and applied relevance both in empirical research and policymaking.
Regarding researcher training and supervision, I have supervised two PhD dissertations (one completed and one on-going) and seven master’s theses. Throughout my career, I have actively mentored early-career researchers in methodology, research design, publication strategies, and academic development.
My teaching experience covers undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. Teaching quality has been recognised through a positive evaluation in the DOCENTIA-UAM programme (2019–2024). I have participated in two teaching innovation projects. During the academic year 2021-2022, I also served as Honorary Professor at the UAM.
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